
Fig. 35: The body of a woman who disappeared was found several weeks 
later in a canyon. The soft tissues were entirely gone and all that remained 
was the skeleton and some clothing. A hole was noticed in the brassiere 
(greatly magnified). 

are many homicides by guns using old revolver ammunition 
still loaded with black powder. 


CLOTHING MARKS ON BULLETS 

A lead bullet fired from a revolver may strike a person wear- • j 
ing clothing which has a hard coarse weave. In such an instance 
the weave of the cloth is often stamped onto the nose of the bul- 
let. If such a bullet is discovered in the investigation of a death 
it may be the only proof that a murder has been committed. The 
body may have been dead for a long time before being dis- 
covered so that all evidence of gunshot wounds and the track 
of the bullet are entirely obliterated. Consequently, whenever 
a lead bullet is found, before the surgeon or officer scratches his 
identification mark upon the bullet he should examine il care- 
fully for evidences o/ the clothing pattern . If such a pattern is 


GUNSHOT WOUNDS 


105 


found care should be taken to avoid mutilation of this pattern 
with his identification mark (see Figure 36). 



Fig* 36: Fabric mark on bullet. Embedded in the earth directly underneath 
the body was found this bullet. The weave of the brassiere can be plainly 
seen on the nose. This was proof that this bullet had passed through the 
body and that the shooting took place with the body in the position in 
which it was found. (Figs. 35 and 36: Courtesy of Leland V. J dries, Los 
Angeles.) 'V. 


GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS OF 
GUNSHOT WOUNDS 

On arrival at the scene, the investigating officer may be con- 
fused as to what was the mechanism causing death. If it seems 
likely that gunshot wounds were the cause, he should try to 
determine four things: 


